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than that, to confer both with these princes and with
others whom he might visit about the condition of
Europe in so far as it affected the welfare of the
reformed religion and the progress of civil liberty.
At his request, we are told, the instructions were so
worded as to leave him free to do anything, so far
as talking went, that seemed to him expedient for
encouraging union among the various Protestant
states and spurring them on to more vigorous effort
in the common cause.

The instructions were dated the /th of February.
On the 2ist he received ^"350 from his father, * sent
to augment the scanty allowance made by the Queen
for his expenses ; and a day or two after that he
started on his journey. With him went his friend
Fulke Greville, released for a time from his duties
in Wales; also, among others, Sir Henry Lee, Sir
Jerome Bowes, Mr. Basset, Mr. Cressy, and Mr.
Brouker.f Of these companions the two knights, at
any rate, were considerably his seniors. Sir Henry
Lee, now about forty-six, was an indefatigable cour-
tier, famous for his prowess in the tilt-yard and his
tact in such ceremonial duties at foreign courts as
did not call for much statesmanship. Sir Jerome
Bowes, as old, if not older, was also often sent
abroad in subordinate capacities ; but he was a Puri-
tan, with a political conscience that prevented his
rising high or keeping steady place in royal favour.
Both men were doubtless useful advisers to Sidney
in the work now assigned to him.
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